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Brussels, […] of March, 2022 

 

Dear President Michel, 

Dear President von der Leyen, 

We, the undersigned Members of the European Parliament, would like to draw your attention to 

incorrect and misleading statements made by High Representative/Vice President Borrell after the 

informal videoconference of Foreign Affairs Ministers on the 27th of February 2022.1 

Mr Borrell stated the following: 

“We are going to supply arms and even fighter jets. We are not talking just about ammunition; we are 

providing the most important arms to go to war. 

Minister Kuleba has been asking us that they need the type of fighter jets that the Ukrainian army is able 

to operate. We know what kind of planes and some Member States have these kinds of planes.” 

In practice it is the Member States’ prerogative to decide what kind of weapons and defence equipment 

they supply to Ukraine. Therefore, when Mr Borrell stated that “We are going to supply arms and even 

fighter jets” he had to be speaking on behalf of the Member States. 

Since this statement was made, it has emerged that that there are currently no Member States willing to 

supply fighter jets to Ukraine.  

Therefore, it seems that Mr Borrell had no grounds to make such a definitive statement, essentially 

presenting the matter as if a decision by Member States to send fighter jets had already been taken.  

Publicly disseminating empty promises in the most difficult time for Europe since World War II is 

completely irresponsible. Lives are at stake in active warfare on the Ukrainian territory, it is reckless to 

make unfounded promises to those defending their country.  

 
1 https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-

homepage_en/111758/Informal%20videoconference%20of%20Foreign%20Affairs%20Ministers:%20Re
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It is clear that in the current situation strong unity within the EU is necessary and that political 

accusations amongst ourselves and among different European institutions and political forces should be 

avoided. However, there still are some key principles to be respected. Making empty and misleading 

promises to a European country currently engaged in active warfare amounts to inappropriate conduct 

which is not forgivable.  

We do not know how long this war will last, how it will impact the European Union, and how quickly the 

democratic Western world can make the Putin regime surrender. However, on the basis of what we 

currently know, it seems that this could take a long time.  

Therefore, it is very important for the EU to be represented by a High Representative of the Union for 

Foreign Affairs and Security Policy who is clear, accurate, and trustworthy in their statements and 

communication. The incorrect and misleading statements about fighter jets show that HR/VP Borrell has 

failed at this task. Therefore, we call for the resignation of Mr Borrell and for his replacement with a 

more competent person who is able to adequately fulfil the duties of the High Representative. 

Sincerely, 

Riho Terras 

[…] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


